
 
 
 

LEBANON-EFTA EXPORT HANDBOOK 
 
 
 
In February 2007, EFTA organized an export promotion seminar in Lebanon 
focusing on certain issues in the Free Trade Agreement (FTA) between the 
EFTA States and Lebanon, notably rules of origin, technical and sanitary 
standards, and agriculture. How to practically export to the EFTA States 
was given a central role in the seminar. As a follow-up to the seminar, 
EFTA undertook to establish an “exporter’s handbook” that takes into 
consideration the issues raised at the seminar, including concrete examples 
that were raised. 
 
 
 

 
Duties 
 
The EFTA States grant duty free 
access to their markets for 
Lebanese industrial products as 
according to the Agreement.  
 
http://secretariat.efta.int/Web/Ext
ernalRelations/PartnerCountries/Le

banon  
 
 

There are however country specific duties on certain agricultural and textile 
products. Please consult the Agreement for further information on your 
product, and the importing country. 
 
In order to find the duty, or fee on your goods, you should know some 
basic facts about the goods and the H.S code for the product. H.S. code for 
any product can be found by contacting custom authority in your country, 
or consult the following website: 
 
http://www.wcoomd.org/home_wco_topics_hsoverviewboxes.htm  
 
 
 



 
 
 
Internet-pages and instructions for the EFTA countries: 
 
Norway:  

 Enter http://www.toll.no/ and chose your preferred language up in 
the right corner.  

 Click on “Norwegian custom tariff” or “tolltariffen” down to the left. 
 Enter the first four digit H.S code in the “chapter/position” box, and 

press “Get”. 
 Click on the four digit code to the left for your product to find fees 

and duties. 
 
Switzerland / Liechtenstein: 

 Enter www.tares.ch , press “Enter” then “Next” and chose your 
language up in the right corner.  

 Enter the four digit code in the “tariff number” box and press search. 
 Press the “money” icon to the left for your product in order to find 

the duty on your product. 
 
Iceland: 

 Enter http://www.tollur.is/ You can choose “English” as language up 
in the right corner. 

 Press “Importing to Iceland” on the right side, and then “Customs 
tariffs” 

 In order to find your product, use the H.S. code and scroll down the 
web page.  

 
 
Rules of origin 
 
Why do we need rules of origin? 

 Marking requirements (e.g. “Made in Lebanon“) 
 Statistical purposes (for measuring trade volumes) 
 Import restrictions or prohibitions (e.g. import ban) 
 Antidumping/Countervailing duties/Safeguard 
 Preferential tariff treatment on importation (according to the Free 

Trade Agreement) 
 
In order to verify whether a product is made in Lebanon, or one of the 
EFTA-countries, there are certain rules that needs to be fulfilled. All 
products that are originating in one of the Free Trade Agreement Member 



States require a certificate of origin in order to be exported under the 
preferential arrangements under the FTA.  
 
The originating status of a product is proved by either:  

 
 a movement certificate EUR.1 issued by the customs authorities of 

the exporting country or  
 an invoice declaration. This may be made out by an “approved 

exporter” or by any exporter for a consignment consisting of one or 
more packages containing products whose total value does not 
exceed € 6 000. 

 
“Approved exporter” 
An approved exporter is an exporter who has met certain conditions 
imposed by the customs authorities and who is allowed to approve invoice 
declarations. Just as the customs authorities can grant that status, they 
can also withdraw it if the exporter misuses or abuses the authorization. 
The procedures attached to granting "approved exporter" status depend on 
national provisions. 
 
Cumulation 
Cumulation is the term used to describe a system that allows originating 
products of country A to be further processed or added to products 
originating in country B, just as if they had originated in country B. The 
resulting product would have the origin of country B. It can only be applied 
between countries operating with identical origin rules. 
 
For further information on EUR.1, invoice declaration, “approved exporter”, 
cumulation and other customs issues relating to the FTA, please consult the 
FTA, in particular Protocol B. 
 
Technical regulations 
 
Technical regulations and product standards may 
vary from country to country, and are often related 
to consumer protection. Having many different 
regulations and standards makes life difficult for 
producers and exporters. The WTO Agreement on 
Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) tries to ensure that 
regulations, standards, testing and certification 
procedures do not create unnecessary obstacles. 
Technical regulations and standards set out specific 
characteristics of a product — such as its size, 



shape, design, functions and performance, or the way it is labelled or 
packaged before it is put on sale. 
 
The EFTA-Lebanon FTA refers to the WTO TBT Agreement regarding 
technical standards.  
 
http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/tbt_e/tbt_e.htm  
 
 
The EFTA States follow to large degree European standards, which are 
often some of the highest in the world. For further information on European 
technical standards, please consult: 
 
http://europa.eu/scadplus/leg/en/s06011.htm  
 
 
Nevertheless, Lebanese exporters are advised to contact an EFTA importer 
to obtain all the necessary, including company specific, technical standards 
they require to purchase your products (country specific standards, 
standards for organic products, labour standards for “ethical products”, 
etc.). To identify possible importers in the EFTA States, please consult: 
 
Trade council of Iceland:    www.icetrade.is 
Swiss Import Promotion Programme:  www.sippo.ch 
The Federation of Norwegian Commercial and Service Enterprises:  
       www.hsh-org.no 
 
 
Further information on EFTA country specific standards: 
Switzerland: 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/enterprise/international/indexb1.htm 
Liechtenstein may apply Swiss technical regulations and standards deriving 
from its regional union with Switzerland. 
Norway: http://www.standard.no/ 
Iceland: http://www.stadlar.is 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Sanitary and Phytosanitary 
Measures 
 
How do you ensure that your 
consumers are being supplied with 
food that is safe to eat — “safe” by 
the standards you consider 
appropriate? And at the same time, 
how can you ensure that strict 
health and safety regulations are 
not being used as an excuse for 
protecting domestic producers? An 
agreement on how governments 

can apply food safety and animal and plant health measures (sanitary and 
phytosanitary or SPS measures) sets out the basic rules in the WTO. 
 
The EFTA-Lebanon FTA refers to the WTO SPS Agreement regarding 
sanitary standards.  
 
http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/sps_e/sps_e.htm  
 
The EFTA States follow to large degree European standards, which are 
often some of the highest in the world. For further information on European 
sanitary standards, please consult:  
 
http://europa.eu/pol/food/index_en.htm  
 
The European Food Safety Authority website: efsa.eu.int/ 
 
Nevertheless, concerning specific import regulation of agriculture products 
to EFTA States, please contact the EFTA custom directorates or food safety 
bodies for necessary details regarding your agriculture product.  
 
Lebanese exporters are advised to contact an EFTA importer to obtain all 
the necessary, including company specific, sanitary standards they require 
to purchase your products (country specific standards, standards for 
organic products, labour standards for “ethical products”, etc.).  
 
To identify possible importers in the EFTA States, please consult: 
Trade council of Iceland:    www.icetrade.is 
Swiss Import Promotion Programme:  www.sippo.ch 
The Federation of Norwegian Commercial and Service Enterprises:  
       www.hsh-org.no 



 
 
Custom 
 
If you are handling these matters yourself please contact the relevant 
custom authority and/or the Lebanese customs for further question, see 
useful links. 
NB. It is recommended to use a professional transport agency for handling 
of all custom matters! 
 
 
Import examples 
 
For all products imported to EFTA states you need to either pay the taxes 
cash at the border or use a professional transport agency to handle custom 
matter. All documentation must also be available when the goods enter 
one of the EFTA countries such as: 

 Invoice 
 All transport documents that follows the goods 
 Certificate of origin 
 Licences if the goods require such. (Ex. Alcohol)        

 
The following are examples of Lebanese products for export to Norway: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oranges: 
 Oranges for human consumption. H.S. 08.05.10.90 
 This is a duty-free product to all EFTA States.  
 Oranges are agricultural products that require a health-certificate 

completed by the relevant Lebanese authority.  
 Further info concerning health certificate, contact:  

 Plant protection and Plant Quarantine dep. Beyrouth, or 
 Ministry of Agriculture, Beyrouth: 
 http://www.eppo.org/ABOUT_EPPO/EPPO_MEMBERS/countries/ani

mation/lebanon.htm 



 The certificate can not be issued earlier than 14 days before 
departure of the consignment. 

 The Norwegian food safety authority must be informed by either fax 
or internet by the Norwegian importer at least 24 hour before arrival.  

 The trend in most European countries is towards biological products. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Red wine : 

 Wine. H.S. 22.04 30.09  
 This is a duty-free product into Norway and Island (However, there 

can be some fees, dependant on the level of alcohol and type of 
container. For more info, follow the internet page instruction at the 
top.) 

 For SPS requirements please follow the link below:  
 http://www.agriculture.gov.lb/english_file/index_e.htm  
 TBT for container, bottle or tetra pack, is CEN standards based upon 

EU directive 94/62  
 www.cen.eu 
 All importers of beverages containing alcohol need an import license 

made by the Norwegian health directorate. (Large importers normally 
have a general permit.).  

 Some vine brokers import barrels and bottle the product themselves. 
 Norwegian consumers purchase wine in carton. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Ceramic tiles: 

 Ceramic tiles. H.S. 69.08 10.00 
 This is a duty free product into all the EFTA 

States. 
 The tendency moves toward bigger tiles in 

Norway especially, 60x60 even though the 
smaller, 15x15/20x20, are still bestsellers. 
More colour and variety in patterns are also a 
coming trend.  

 Ceramic tiles must fulfil certain quality 
standards. See table below. You can also visit 
www.iso.org (International org. for 
standardization)  

 
 
 
 
Title     EN ISO (Standards) 
 
Dimensions and surface quality  98 10545/2 
Water absorption    99 10545/3 
Modulus of rupture     100 10545/4 
MOHS hardness     101   
Deep abrasion     102 10545/6 
Linear thermal expansion    103 10545/8 
Thermal shocks     104 10545/9 
Clazing resistance     105 10545/11 
Chemical resistance unglazed  106 10545/13 
Chemical resistance unglazed  122 10545/13 
Surface abrasion glazed    154 10545/7 
Moisture expansion     155 10545/10 
Sampling and basis for acceptance 163 10545/1 
Frost resistance     202 10545/12 
Resistance to stains     122 10545/14 
Extraction to Pb/Cd       10545/15 
Small colour differences      10545/16 
Slipperiness/ 
coefficient of friction       10545/17 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Useful links: 
 
www.tares.ch   Custom, Switzerland/ Liechtenstein 
www.toll.no    Custom, Norway 
www.tollur.is   Custom, Iceland  
www.customs.gov.lb  Custom, Lebanon  
www.icetrade.is Trade council of Iceland 
www.madb.europa.eu  Market access database 
www.ec.europa.eu/trade/ External trade 
www.efta.int   EFTA Homepage 
www.sippo.ch   Swiss Import Promotion Programme 
www.hsh-org.no The Federation of Norwegian Commercial and 

Service Enterprises 
www.fita.org The Federation of International Trade 

Association 
www.wto.org World Trade Organization 
www.europa.eu   European Union 
www.wcoomd.org   World Custom Organization 
www.iso.org   International Org. For Standardization 
www.iec.ch    International Electrotechnical Commission 
www.eppo.org   European and Mediterranean Plant Prot. Org. 
www.ippc.int   International Phytosanitary Portal 
www.efta.int   EFTA Secretariat 
 

__________________ 


