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Arab officials to gather in Beirut to discuss food safety

- See more at: http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2015/Feb-17/287670-arab-officials-
to-gather-in-beirut-to-discuss-food-safety.ashx#sthash.viBtlv5Y.dpuf

SUMMARY

Ministers and food industry leaders from across the Arab region will gather in Beirut next week to discuss
food safety issues, with Lebanese officials taking the opportunity to share lessons learned from the
country's recent food scandal.

Abu Faour was speaking on the sidelines of an event to announce the upcoming Arab Forum for Food
Safety, which will be held Feb. 25-26 at the Adnan Kassar Edifice for Arab Economy, near Jnah.

Organizers said the conference would heighten awareness of food safety and quality standards, in the
spirit of prioritizing public health in the Arab world.

Additionally, it will discuss strengthening the role of the Arab private sector and improving the reputation
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of Arab countries' food production and exports. - See more at:
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2015/Feb-17/287670-arab-officials-to-gather-in-
beirut-to-discuss-food-safety.ashx#sthash.jIMeolmgq.dpuf

BEIRUT: Ministers and food industry leaders from across the Arab region will gather in Beirut next week
to discuss food safety issues, with Lebanese officials taking the opportunity to share lessons learned
from the country’s recent food scandal. “We had an experience here in Lebanon that can be useful for
the Arab world,” Abu Faour told The Daily Star Monday.

Abu Faour was speaking on the sidelines of an event to announce the upcoming Arab Forum for Food
Safety, which will be held Feb. 25-26 at the Adnan Kassar Edifice for Arab Economy, near Jnah.

Organizers said the conference would heighten awareness of food safety and quality standards, in the
spirit of prioritizing public health in the Arab world.

Additionally, it will discuss strengthening the role of the Arab private sector and improving the
reputation of Arab countries’ food production and exports.

Event organizers include the General Union of Chambers of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture for

Arab Countries, as well as Lebanon’s ministries of health, economy and trade, industry and agriculture.

The conference will also address health hazards, namely foodborne epidemics that arise in an
increasingly globalized world. Organizers said this requires the strengthening of efficient monitoring
mechanisms.

Since the end of 2014, Abu Faour has brought attention to deficiencies in food handling and preparation
in Lebanon by publicizing the names of noncompliant restaurants, supermarkets, slaughterhouses and
other such establishments.

In response to heightened scrutiny, an increased number of companies involved in food preparation
have expressed more interest in food safety training. Those in the restaurant industry have attended
classes from hygiene-training companies that teach proper sanitation and contamination prevention
practices.

One of the biggest obstacles to streamlining the process of food safety monitoring and enforcement has
been the fragmentation of power among responsible ministries. The conference seeks to counter those
divisions, by opening a space for discussion among ministries on how to achieve better coordination.

According to Abu Faour, the Health Ministry is “still examining 1,000 [food] samples per month.”

“The percentage of food samples that come back positive is constantly increasing because food
establishments are now more aware,” he said.

He added that the public is more confident of food safety as a result of increased surveillance.
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January saw the revitalization of a food safety law for Lebanon, now approved by the Joint Committees
of Parliament. The new law establishes the foundation for a future multidepartmental food safety
commission; one that ministries hope will oversee enforcement of food safety standards, from the
source to the supper plate.

HayssamlJaffan, president of the Arab Federation for Food Industries, said the conference could help

establish standardized processes of food production and handling across the Arab world.

Although each country has its own unique system of laws, Jaffan said that standardization is necessary
to avoid trade conflicts.

“Of course there will be some specialization for each country, but the common sense about cleanliness
and preparation can be implemented in all places,” he said.

Economy Minister Alain Hakim said that in addition to standardization, he hopes the conference will aid
food safety and consumer protection by helping to spread “awareness, responsibility and
communication ... not only among Lebanese but also among Arab countries.”

He stressed the importance of maintaining water and grain supplies free from contamination.

Arab agricultural production is estimated to be worth $150 billion, which constitutes 5 percent of overall
Arab exports.

- See more at: http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2015/Feb-17/287670-arab-officials-
to-gather-in-beirut-to-discuss-food-safety.ashx#sthash.jiMeolmgq.dpuf
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Regional leaders at forum look to harmonize food safety

- See more at: http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2015/Feb-26/288809-regional-
leaders-at-forum-look-to-harmonize-food-safety.ashx#sthash.htcKlvWr.dpuf
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SUMMARY

The Arab Forum for Food Safety and Quality opened Wednesday, bringing together food industry leaders
and lawmakers from across the Arab world to exchange knowledge and harmonize safety standards at a
regional level.

Since November the Health Ministry has exposed establishments with faulty hygiene practices, bringing
attention to the dire state of food safety in Lebanon.

Jaffan emphasized the need for worker training to sustain the ministry's progress.

He said that he hopes the event will lead to better synchronization of food safety among Arab states.

Salam addressed the crowd during the forum's opening ceremony. He praised the Health Ministry's work
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on bringing food safety to the nation's attention.

Kassar added that there is still progress to be made with regard to improving safety standards for food
establishments. - See more at: http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2015/Feb-26/288809-
regional-leaders-at-forum-look-to-harmonize-food-safety.ashx#sthash.htcKIvWr.dpuf

BEIRUT: The Arab Forum for Food Safety and Quality opened Wednesday, bringing together food
industry leaders and lawmakers from across the Arab world to exchange knowledge and harmonize
safety standards at a regional level. The opening ceremony included Prime Minister Tammam Salam,
and representatives from ministries involved in food safety, among them Health Minister Wael Abu
Faour and Economy Minister Alain Hakim.

Several speakers at the ceremony told The Daily Star about Lebanon’s progress on improving food safety
standards, and elaborated on how the country compares to fellow Arab nations in this regard.

Haitham al-Jaffan, president of the Arab Federation for Food Industries, said that Lebanon could look to

Gulf countries for best practices on food hygiene. “They are more advanced in all regulations for food
safety,” he said.

Jaffan speculated that better financing for monitoring and law implementation could explain better
standards in the Gulf.

Since November the Health Ministry has exposed establishments with faulty hygiene practices, bringing
attention to the dire state of food safety in Lebanon.

Jaffan emphasized the need for worker training to sustain the ministry’s progress.
He said that he hopes the event will lead to better synchronization of food safety among Arab states.
“We would like to make unified regulations in all Arab countries for food safety,” he said.

Mohammad Choucair, president of the Federation of Chambers of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture

in Lebanon, also pointed to the Gulf as an area of superior standards.

“The best example [of hygiene standards] in the area is Dubai and Abu Dhabi,” said Choucair, who will
visit food safety centers in the Emirates next week.

He hopes to apply the insight gained there to Lebanon and explained that he has already drawn from
lessons in Dubai to enhance food safety training courses at the Lebanese Chamber of Commerce.

On the other hand, when speaking to The Daily Star on Feb.16, Abu Faour noted that the food scandal
experience in Lebanon “can be useful to the entire world.

He drew attention to the accomplishments of his campaign, among them the food safety law that he
anticipated would soon pass Parliament and the plan for a judicial department focused on food safety.
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Speaking of recent reforms on food safety standards, Choucair said, “We are on the right track in
Lebanon,” adding that more than 500 people have completed training in the Chamber of Commerce,
and that classes are booked until the end of April.

Salam addressed the crowd during the forum’s opening ceremony. He praised the Health Ministry’s
work on bringing food safety to the nation’s attention. “I can say that the citizen’s food is in a better
state today and is subject to stronger monitoring standards,” he said.

He applauded the Health Ministry’s progress in improving hygiene and the forthcoming food safety law,
and pointed to the necessity of the campaign, given weak state oversight of the food industry.

Speaking on increased food safety training and awareness efforts, Ali Berro, director of the Quality
Program QUALEB at the Economy Ministry, said that training for ministries and municipalities has
improved under heightened attention to food quality.

On the effect of the Health Ministry’s food safety campaign, Berro said, “What happened recently was
very important for cleaning the market and for strengthening the control of concerned ministries.”

However, there is wide room for improvement in Lebanon, he said, in terms of on-the-ground
monitoring. Berro anticipates that the food safety law, upon passage in Parliament, will play an
important role as a central authority that will pull together all the ministries responsible for enforcing
food safety regulations.

He added that Lebanon performs better than other Arab states in its quality of exports. Lebanon’s
export shipments experience fewer rejections compared to other countries in the region.

Former minister and prominent banker Adnan Kassar echoed the relatively positive state of food
products shipped outside Lebanon. “Lebanon has the lowest number of food exports that are refused,
out of all the Arab countries,” he said. Kassar added that there is still progress to be made with regard to
improving safety standards for food establishments.

“We found that, during the past decade, things have gotten worse because of the lack of control [over
safety], and also because of the political and security situation,” the former minister said.

The Arab Forum for Food Safety and Quality takes place at the Adnan Kassar Edifice for the Arab

Economy, and will run through Feb. 26. Discussions will also include strategies to improve the quality of
locally consumed food, as well as exported products.

Like other speakers, Kassar hoped that the conference would bring an exchange of ideas and lessons
learned.

“We have to learn from one another,” he said. “By discussing together we can find a solution for us all,
as a whole.”

- See more at: http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2015/Feb-26/288809-regional-
leaders-at-forum-look-to-harmonize-food-safety.ashx#sthash.htcKlvWr.dpuf
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Salam: Lebanon is healthier place after food campaign

- See more at: http.://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2015/Feb-25/288723-salam-lebanon-
is-healthier-place-after-food-campaign.ashx#sthash.YkQkXOUe.dpuf
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The Daily Star

BEIRUT: Prime MinisterTammam Salam applauded the government’s success in tightening control over
food safety, claiming it has made Lebanon a healthier place for residents and visitors.

Speaking at the inauguration ceremony of the Arab Forum for Food Safety, which opened in Beirut
Wednesday, Salam pointed out that food safety was an issue of vital importance for the Lebanese
government, given its direct impact on health, tourism and the national economy.

“The health sector [in Lebanon], especially [in] matters of food safety, was affected by the laxity of state
control, a fact that prompted my government to launch a nationwide campaign to crackdown on food
corruption,” Salam said.

Praising Health Minister Wael Abu Faour for his central role in effort, Salam said that after the “powerful

launch” of the campaign, the government was in process of institutionalizing food safety regulations.

A new law on food safety was in the pipeline and a proposal to create a new office for a public
prosecutor assigned to health and food safety was being studied, Salam said.
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“I can say that the citizen's food is in a better state today and is subject to stronger monitoring
standards,” he added.

In October, Health Minister Wael AbouFaour kicked off a campaign aimed at improving food standards

throughout Lebanon.

A number of restaurants, slaughterhouses, warehouses and other institutions were shut down for failing
to meet health requirements, but many have improved their standards and have since reopened.

- See more at: http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2015/Feb-25/288723-salam-lebanon-
is-healthier-place-after-food-campaign.ashx#sthash.YkQkXOUe.dpuf
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Salam: Failure to end Presidential void results in governmental
work disruption
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NNA - Prime Minister Tammam Salam reiterated "a country
without a president is just like a deformed body", stressing
that the disruption in governmental work and current
discussions over cabinet's mechanism are a result of this
"severe sin" which will not be corrected except by electing a
new president.



Salam's words came in a speech during the opening of the "Arab Forum on Food Safety and Quality"
at the headquarters of the General Union of Chambers of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture for Arab
Countries at, Adnan Kassar Building of Arab Economy.

Salam thanked all Arab bodies by saying "this work is a result of a common effort between vital Arab
bodies and parties in the public economic field as well as in that of food industry and safety.

He added "I would like to take this opportunity to reiterate calls (...) to elect a new president in order
to restore our constitutional life."

Salam concluded by welcoming all Arab guests to Lebanon, extending greetings to the organizers of

this Forum.
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Slretéalimentaire : I'expériencelibanaise au coeur du
débatarabe a Beyrouth

Au forum, uneimportantereprésentationofficiellerévélatrice d’un intérétgrandissantaccordé par le
cabinet Salam au dossier de la stretéalimentaire. Photo Ibrahim Tawil

Hygiéne

Le Forum arabe pour la slretéalimentairedevraitaujourd'huiétrecl6turéparl'émission de
recommandationsconstituantunepolitique sanitaire claire pour les pays de la région.

Plus de 400 personnalitésofficielles, économiques et du monde des affaires et de l'industriealimentaire,
étaientprésenteshier a Beyrouth au Centre AdnaneKassar pour |'économiearabe, pour l'inauguration du
Forum arabe pour la sretéalimentaire et le contréle de qualité. Un forum organisé pour la premiere fois
au Libanparl'Union des chambresarabes et I'Union des Chambres de commerce, d'industrie et
d'agriculture au Liban (CCIAB), avec le partenariat du ministérelibanais de I'Economie, I'Unionarabe pour
les industries alimentaires et le Groupe de I'économie et des travaux. Le forum, dont les travauxdoivent
se poursuivre encore aujourd'hui pour la deuxiemejournéeconsécutive, a revétuuneimportance


http://www.lorientlejour.com/�

touteparticuliére, vu I'envergurerécemmentprise au Liban par le dossier de la sGretéalimentaire et la
campagnegouvernementale a cesujet.

« Il étaitclairque le Forum arabesur la sretéalimentairedevait se tenircetteannée a Beyrouth, explique
le chef de la CCIAB, Mohammad Choucair, a L'Orient-Le Jour. Le plus important reste la participation au
forum de nombreux experts venusd'Europe et du monde arabe, ce qui permettra un échanged'expertise
qui profiterasurtout aux entreprises et aux commerceslibanais qui, malgrétoute la campagne qui a
étéfaite et qui était de mise, ontsouventréussi a s'exporter a uneéchellerégionale et internationale. Au
terme du forum, les pays arabesdevraientaboutir a unepolitiqueclaire en ce qui concerne la
sGretéalimentaire, et qui consacre la collaboration entre les secteursprivé et public. » Des affirmations
reprises par le secrétairegénéral de I'Union des chambresarabes, ImadChéhab, qui a assuréquece forum
estinnovateur. « Nous avons beaucoup travaillé pour luiconféreruneenvergurearabe et internationale, a-
t-ildéclaré a L'Orient-Le Jour. Il s'agit d'un sujet qui intéressel'ensemble des pays du monde arabe, et
d'importantssujetsseront exposés lors de ce forum ainsique les pratiques les plus récentes en matiére de
sGretéalimentaire et les pratiqueslégales et techniques nécessaires. Le Libanpourravraiment en profiter
pour améliorer la qualité de son industrie et les mesures de protection du consommateur pour
encourager |'exportation, et le réseautage entre les participants et experts qui se fera en marge du
forum ouvrira de nouvellesopportunités aux commerceslibanais. »

Si les tables rondes qui se tiendrontaujourd'huidans le cadre du forum se pencherontsur des success
stories arabes en ce qui concerne le contrdle de qualité, ainsiquel'agenda du secteur public en matiere
de sécuritéalimentaire, avec des interventions du ministre de la Santé Waél Bou Faour, du ministre de
I'Environnement Mohammad Machnouk et du députéYassinelaber, membre de la commission
parlementaire de la Santé, le premier jour du forum a surtoutmisl'accentsurl'aspectlégal de ce dossier,
insistant sans surprise sur le c6télibanais : un premier panel dirigé par le secrétairegénéral du Conseil de
['unitééconomiquearabeMohamamd el-Rabih, et comprenantune allocution du ministre du Tourisme
Michel Pharaon, et un second panel dirigé par le ministre de I'AgricultureAkram Chehayeb. Pendant la
journée, des intervenantsarabesonteuleur mot a dire sur le sujet, mémesi le débatn'était pas ouvert au
public. Les panels ontrappeléqu'aulLiban la loisur la sGretéalimentaireest en voie d'étre approuvée et
gu'une institution centrale de régulationdevrait de ce fait étrecréée, mémesi des représentants de
I'Organisation des Nations unies pour |'alimentation et I'agriculture (Fao)
ontnotéqu'untelorganismenécessitera dix ans pour devenirvéritablementeffectif, selon les chiffres de
['Onu.

« Un dossier vital », rappelle Salam

Le forum avaitétéouvertdans la matinée en présence du Premier ministreTammam Salam, du ministre
de I'Economie Alain Hakim, du ministre Mohammad Machnouk, le présidenthonoraire de
['Uniongénérale des Chambres de commerce, d'industrie et d'agriculture des pays arabesAdnaneKassar,
de Mohammad Choucair, du président de I'Unionarabe pour les industries alimentairesHaytham el-
Jafan, de I'ambassadrice de I'Unioneuropéenne Angelina Eichhorst, et du ministre Bou Faour qui
avaitassurélors du lancement du forum il y a quelquesjoursque « I'expériencelibanaiseestdevenue un
exemple pour le monde arabe ».

Dans son allocution, Tammam Salam a salué la tenue de ce forum, « le thémeétant vital et ayant des
répercussions aux niveaux sanitaire, touristique, industriel et économique ». « Apres des années de



crises politiques, le secteuralimentaireestl'un des secteurs qui ont le plus souffert du relachement de la
poigne de I'Etat, ce qui a nécessité du cabinet le lancement de la campagne de s(retéalimentaire et la
luttecontre la corruption », a ajouté le Premier ministre qui a saluél'adoption de la loi en question au
sein des commissions et la proposition des ministéres de la Justice et de la Santé, afin de mettre en
place un parquet sanitaire. |l a enfinréitéré son appel a I'élection d'un président.

De son coté, Haytham el-Jafan a indiquéqu'environ 145 produitsarabesontétérefusésd'entrée en 2014
aux Etats-Unis. AdnaneKassar a toutefoisnotéque la proportion relative aux
produitslibanaisparmicesproduitsétaitheureusementl'une des plus faibles. Quant a Angelina Eichhorst,
elle a salué les efforts déployés par le cabinet Salam en ce qui concernece dossier,
affirmanttoutefoisqu'« ilreste beaucoup a faire et I'UEestpréte a aider ».
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