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National News Agency

EU expands its support to Lebanese Quality

Thu 25 Apr 2013 at 15:16

NNA - Under the patronage of H.E. Caretaker Prime Minister NajibMikati, H.E caretaker
Minister of Economy and Trade Nicolas Nahas, and Ambassador Angelina Eichhorst,
Head of the Delegation of the European Union, launched today two programmes: Phase


http://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/en�

IIT of the QUALEB Programme and a Twinning Programme, funded by the European
Union, to reinforce the national quality infrastructure of Lebanon.

Phase III of the QUALEB programme amounting to €4.4 million aims at increasing the
quality of Lebanese products in conformity with international standards for health, safety
and the environment. It also aims at increasing the quality of services, including public
sector services. The improvements to products will have a positive impact on Lebanese
exports to international markets in general and EU market in particular, which represents
today the major trading partner for Lebanon, while improved services provided to
Lebanese citizens will assist the development of an effective and service-oriented public
sector in Lebanon. The EU support consists of technical assistance and the provision of
ITC, laboratories and quality inspection equipments.

The twinning programme of €1.4 million involves the British Standards Institution Royal
Charter jointly with the Czech Office for Standards, Metrology and Testing, and the
Lebanese Ministry of Economy and Trade. Twinning is an EU cooperation instrument
that partners Lebanese public administrations directly with EU Member State
administrations with the objective to exchange good practices and achieve EU-level
standards.

EU support will be coordinated by the Quality Unit at the Ministry of Economy and
Trade which will work with all its partners in the quality network, notably laboratories
and bodies responsible for conformity assessment, standardisation, accreditation,
metrology, testing, market surveillance, food safety and consumer protection.

On this occasion, Ambassador Eichhorst said: "Our joint interventions ultimately aim at
making Lebanese products more competitive, increase exports and create more jobs.
Growth and jobs are more needed than ever these days in Lebanon and in Europe."

Minister Nahas highlighted that "the development of the quality infrastructure reduced



the number of rejected Lebanese products shipments abroad. Statistics showed that the
percentage of rejected goods shipments decreased by 6% annually in the last three years.
Lebanese exports also increased by more than 10% during the same period, in spite of the
difficult situation in the region, especially in Syria, which hampered the movement of
Lebanese goods to the majority of Arab countries.

Dr. Ali Berro, Director of the Quality Programme at the Ministry of Economy and Trade
reminded that "The success of a project depends mainly on a serious commitment by the
responsible leadership, and on a competent, committed, and coherent Lebanese-
European team which works with high transparency and the minimum of bureaucracy,
and which seeks seriously to achieve the set objectives. It also requires wide cooperation
from partners and beneficiaries in the public and private sectors to be able to achieve the
expected results."

This EU support is part of a larger €14 million programme dedicated to improving the
competitiveness of the Lebanese private sector, in particular its small and medium
enterprises. By improving the business environment in Lebanon in areas such as
innovation, legal framework and quality management systems the marketability of
Lebanese products and services in both local and international markets will increase,
creating new jobs and strengthening the Lebanese economy.
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Améliorer la qualité des produitslibanais : la 3e phase

de Qualeb estlancée
26/04/2013

LIBAN - COOPERATIONL’Unioneuropéenne (UE) a lancéjeudideuxprogrammesvisant
a renforcer les infrastructures nécessaires pour unemeilleurequalité au Liban. Le
lancement a eu lieu en présence du Premier ministredémissionnaireNagibMikati, du
ministredémissionnaire de 1’Economie Nicolas Nahas et de la chef de la Délégation de
I’UE au Liban Angelina Eichhorst.

La troisiéme phase du programme Qualeb, d’un montant de 4,4 millionsd’euros (5,72
millions de dollars), vise a améliorer la qualité des produitslibanaisconformément aux
normessanitaires, sécuritaires et environnementalesinternationales. Elle vise aussi a
améliorer la qualité des services, y compris des services publics.

Le programme de jumelage d’un montant de 1,4 million d’euros (1,9 million de dollars)
impliqueconjointement le British Standards Institution Royal Charter, le Czech Office for
Standards, Metrology and Testing et le ministérelibanais de I’Economie. Il s’agit d’un
instrument de coopérationeuropéen qui relie les administrations
publiqueslibanaisesdirectement aux administrations publiques des Etatsmembres de
I’UEdans le but d’atteindre les standards européens.

Le soutien de I’UE sera gérépar "« Unitéqualité » du ministére de I’Economie qui
travaillera avec toussespartenaires du réseauqualité, notamment les laboratoires et
organes en charge de I’évaluation de conformité, la standardisation, I’accréditation, les
systémes de mesure, les tests, la surveillance du marché, la sécuritéalimentaire et la
protection du consommateur.

Cesoutien de I’UE fait partie d’un programme plus vaste de 14 millionsd’euros (18,2
millions de dollars) consacrés a I’amélioration de la compétitivité du secteurprivélibanais,
en particuliercelle des petites et moyennesentreprises (PME).
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