Lebanese SME Forum 2017

Program (subject to last minute changes)
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8:30am —9:00am

REGISTRATION AND MORNING COFFEE

9:00am — 10:00am

Opening ceremony

Speeches

e Mr. Mohamad Choucair, President, CCIAB

e Mr. Riad Salameh, Governor, BDL

e H.E. Raed Khoury, Minister, Ministry of Economy and Trade
e H.E. General Michel Aoun, President, Republic of Lebanon

10:00am —10:30am

Coffee break and networking

10:30am —12:00pm

Overview of the main challenges facing SMEs

Keynote
e H.E. Hussein El Hajj Hassan, Minister, Ministry of Industry

Panel

Adequate infrastructure and legislation are fundamental needs for a proper business environment. This panel will
examine infrastructure and legislation gaps and ways to address them on the short and long terms. Panelists will aim
towards practical recommendations on topics such as opening and closing a business, SME registration, access to proper
communication and transportation grids and related topics.
e Moderator:
o Mr. Nicolas Chammas, Chairman, Beirut Traders Association
e Panelists:
o Dr. Fadi Gemayel, President, Association of Lebanese Industrialists
o Mrs. Yasmina El-Khoury, Head of Business Environment and Innovation, Presidency of the Council of Ministers
o Mr. Badri Daher, Director General, Lebanese Customs
o H.E. Cesar Abi-Khalil, Minister, Ministry of Energy and Water
o H.E.Jamal Jarrah, Minister, Ministry of Telecom
Tentative: MoU signing with Ministry of Finance

12:00pm —12:15pm

News of the sector and success stories

Short interventions to highlight achievements and support programs in the SME space

e Ms. Basma Abdul Khalek, Economist and Program Coordinator, Institut des Finances Basil Fuleihan
e  Mr. Romen Mathieu, co-founder and Managing Partner, EuroMena Funds

e Mr. Shadi Banna, CEO, Potential

12:15pm — 1:45pm

Filling the gaps in the funding spectrum and easing access to capital

Keynote
e  Mr. Toufic Dabboussi, Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, Industry & Agriculture of Tripoli & North Lebanon



Panel

Recent years have seen the introduction of a number of funding tools for SMEs and startups including debt and equity
instruments. Despite this significant progress, several gaps remain in terms of funding at the growth stage, ease of access
to capital for entrepreneurs, scope of coverage of industries and regions, and other elements that can benefit from
improvement. This panel will discuss shortcomings in existing funding options and solutions to address them, how to
encourage investment in SMEs operating in traditional economic sectors, and ways to engage the private sector and large
incumbent businesses to invest in SMEs and act as their channel partners.
e Moderator:

o Mr. Tony Fenianos, Chief Credit and Risk Officer, Cedrus Bank
e Panelists:

o Mr. Jimmy El Azar, Head of Investment Finance, SGBL
Dr. Marwan Barakat, Group Chief Economist and Head of Research at Bank Audi s.a.l
Dr. Khater Bou Habib, Chairman and General Manager, Kafalat
Mr. Wael Hamdane, Head of Financing Unit, BDL
Mr. Peter Mousley, Program Director, World Bank
Mr. Max Zaccar, President, ACAL
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1:45pm — 2:00pm

News of the sector and success stories

Short interventions to highlight achievements and support programs in the SME space
e  Mr. Sami Abou Saab, CEO, Speed@BDD

e Mr. Abdallah Jabbour, Managing Director, Lebanon for Entrepreneurs

e MoU signing with IRADA, GCNL, and Berytech

2:00pm —3:15pm

Lunch (sponsored by Bank Audi)

3:15pm —5:00pm

Taking advantage of promising traditional and emerging sectors

Keynotes
e H.E. Avedis Guidanian, Minister, Ministry of Tourism
Panel
Lebanon boasts strong potentials that stem from its qualified and diverse human capital, geographic location and climate,
diversity and creativity of its economic sectors from traditional activities such as crafts and agriculture, to trending areas such as
information technology and pharmaceuticals. These factors bring a strong promise of economic prosperity that must
undoubtedly receive close support and attention from Government. This panel will discuss support programs and opportunities
for traditional and emerging sectors of the Lebanese economy, and will touch upon market expansion locally and in foreign
markets.
e Moderator:

o Mr. Yasser Akkaoui, Editor in Chief, Executive Magazine
e Panelists:

o Mr. Tony Ward, International Designer
Mr. Mounir Bissat, General Secretary, Syndicate of Agri-Industry
Mr. Rida Shayto, Vice President, Order of Pharmaceutical Industries
Mr. Philippe Lazzarini, UN Deputy Special Coordinator, RHC, UNDP Resident Representative
H.E. Christina Lassen, Head of the Delegation of the European Union to Lebanon
H.E. Raya Hassan, Chairman and General Manager, Tripoli Special Economic Zone
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5:00pm —5:30pm

Announcements and closing remarks
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