
Sub-Regional Meeting on 

Industrial Designs 

Protecting Industrial Designs 

Abroad - The Hague System 

Beirut 
7 December 
2018 

 

Marina Foschi, Legal Officer, WIPO 



How to protect a design abroad? 

National route 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National application 

EGYPT 

National application 

ITALY 

National application 

OMAN 

National application 

TUNISIA 

Etc. 

… 



How to protect a design abroad? 

International route:  Hague System 

 

 International 
application 

International Bureau 
(WIPO) 

IP Offices of 
designated CP 



Hague System 

«International» registration 

 

Closed system – 70 Contracting Parties (CP)*  

entitlement = connection with a CP through 

 

• Nationality 

• Domicile 

• Real and effective industrial or commercial 

establishment 

• Residence (1999 Act only) 

 
* As of December 1, 2018 



Hague System 

NO need of a basic national application/registration 

 

Possibility to designate the country of origin 

 

An application may include up to 100 different designs (if 

they all belong to the same class of the Locarno Classification) 

 

Formalities to fulfill + payment of fees 

 



Hague Union 

Entry into force of 1999 Act re Benelux: December 18, 2018, San Marino: January 26, 2019 and Belize: February 9, 2019 

60  Geneva Act (1999) (including EU and OAPI)  

10 Hague Act (1960) 

 

70 Contracting Parties 



Hague System Growth (as of Dec. 1, 2018) 

Entry into force of 1999 Act re 

Benelux: December 18, 2018, 

San Marino: January 26, 2019 and 

Belize: February 9, 2019 

2018                                                         70 

             Contracting Parties 

60 10 



Hague Union Members according to the 

most recent applicable Act 

• African Intellectual Property Organization, Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belgium *, Belize *, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Cambodia, Canada, Croatia, D.P.R. of 
Korea, Denmark, Egypt, Estonia, European Union, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, 
Hungary, Iceland, Japan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg *, Monaco, 
Mongolia, Montenegro, Namibia, Netherlands *, Norway, Oman, Poland, Republic of Korea, 
Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Rwanda, San Marino *, Sao Tome and 
Principe, Serbia, Singapore, Slovenia, Spain, Syrian Arab Republic, Switzerland, Tajikistan, the 
former Y.R. of Macedonia, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, United Kingdom and the United 
States of America (60)  

Geneva Act (1999) 

60 members 

• Benin, Côte d’Ivoire, Gabon, Greece, Italy, Mali, Morocco, Niger, Senegal and Suriname (10) 

Hague Act (1960) 

10 members 

 Benelux entry into force:  December 18, 2018 

 San Marino entry into force:  January 26, 2019 

 Belize entry into force: February 9, 2019 



Geneva Act (1999) 
Recent Accessions Potential Accessions in 2019 

Belize  
(November 9, 2018) 

San Marino * 

(October 26, 2018) 

Benelux Union  
(September 18, 2018) 

Canada  
(July 16, 2018) 

 
Russian Federation 

(November 30, 2017) 
  

The Kingdom of Cambodia 
(November 25, 2016) 

 

United Kingdom 
(March 13, 2018) 

 

D.P.R. of Korea 
(June 13, 2016) 

 

China 

Morocco (1999 Act) 

Mexico 

Madagascar 

The Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan 

Vietnam 

Indonesia 

… 

 Benelux entry into force:  December 18, 2018 

 San Marino entry into force:  January 26, 2019 

 Belize entry into force: February 9, 2019 



Advantages of the Hague System 

Filing of ONE international application 

 

• ONE request 

 

• ONE language (FR/EN/SP) 

 

• Payment of ONE set of fees in ONE currency (CHF) 

 

• Direct filing with the International Bureau of WIPO 



Procedure 

Applicant: 

 

• Filing of an application with the IB 

 

  e-filing Portfolio Manager, or 

  Application for registration form 

 







Procedure 

• Payment of the fees 

 

  Fee Calculator 



Procedure 

International Bureau: 

 

• Examination of the application (formalities only) 

• Recording in the International Register 

• Publication in the Bulletin 

 https://www.wipo.int/haguebulletin/?locale=en  

• Notification of the registration to the designated CP 

https://www.wipo.int/haguebulletin/?locale=en
https://www.wipo.int/haguebulletin/?locale=en


Procedure 

IP Office of designated CP: 

 

• Substantive examination of the application according to 

the domestic legislation 

• Protection granted or refused (refusal period:  6 to 12 

months) 

• If protection granted/not refused:  the registration has the 

same effect as a national registration in the designated 

CP, under the law of that CP 

• If protection refused:  the IP Office notifies the IB 



Procedure 

Hague Member Profiles 

 https://www.wipo.int/hague/memberprofiles/#/  

https://www.wipo.int/hague/memberprofiles/#/
https://www.wipo.int/hague/memberprofiles/#/


Procedure 

Renewal  WIPO 

 

Modifications   WIPO 

 

• Change in name and address of the holder 

• Change in the ownership of the international registration 

• Renunciation 

• Limitation of some only of the industrial designs 

 

Minimum duration of protection:  15 years 



Publication about the Hague System 

WIPO Publication No. 911 



Hague – Statistics (2017) 



Hague – Statistics (2017) 



Hague – Statistics (2017) 



Hague – Statistics (2017) 



Hague webpages 

https://www.wipo.int/hague/en/ 

 

 

https://www.wipo.int/hague/en/
https://www.wipo.int/hague/en/

